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I. DESCRIPtION. 

 

Wittgenstein’s philosophy shares the fate of Klopstock’s poetry as Goethe described 

it: „Who is not going to praise Klopstock, but who is really going to read him?” – In 

this course, we will turn things upside down: we will read Wittgenstein, and 

whether or not you want to praise him will be up to you. 

In other words, in the course we will concentrate on philosophical problems – as 

Wittgenstein saw them, and how he thought they should be solved. (To some 

extent this is one task, not two.) The course is based upon the conviction that 

throughout his life, even if in different ways at different times, Wittgenstein was not 

concerned with the construction of philosophical theories. For Wittgenstein, 

philosophical investigations do not start with empirical questions, and they are not 

directed at explanations, theories etc. Instead, philosophical investigations start 

with lack of clarity or confusions, some of which are expressed in dilemmas, 

paradoxes, contradictions etc.. 

  

 

II. AIMS. 

 

The students shall be able to give an exposition of some of the main topics and 

methods of Wittgenstein’s philosophizing, as well as a description of some of the 

discussions in the literature. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

The course will comprise 8 sessions, two per week, each lasting for 3 academic 

hours, i.e. 45 minutes. The course will begin with an introductory 

presentation by the professor in which the historical and philosophical context of 

the texts to be discussed in the course will be laid out. This introductory 

presentation will then give way to a joint discussion, animated and led by the 



professor, of the principal ideas and arguments of the texts. 

Throughout the course, the students will practice academic writing in English. They 

will write a short “think piece” in every second session, one or two of which will be 

presented and discussed in class 

The professor will be available two hours per week, on a private arrangement. 

 

 

IV. CONTENDS 

 

In particular, the following questions shall be addressed: 

- Is the Logisch-philosophische Abhandlung (LAPA) a work devoted to a 

particular set of philosophical problems (as, for instance, Hegel‘s Staats- und 

Rechtsphilosophie ist). Or is the LPA’s subject rather philosophy as a whole 

(as, for instance, Hegel’s Logik)? Does the LPA leave room for further 

philosophical work, and if so, which kind of work? 

- In which way can Wittgenstein claim to have given, in or with the LPA, a 

final solution to the philosophical problems? What kind of understanding of 

the nature of philosophy is expressed in such a statement; and what speaks 

in favour of this understanding, and what against it?  

- What is the role of modern logic (i.e. Frege, Russell, …) in the LPA? 

- What is the relation between logic and the essence of the world, according 

to the LPA? 

- What is the nature of a „description of the essence of the world“? Is it 

scientific? Does it have to be without contraditions? Does it make sense at 

all, and if so, which sense? 

- How is such a „description“ related to mystiicsm? 

- What is the place of values, duties, ideals … - i.e. of morality – ind the LPA, 

and, therefore, also the place of ethics? 

o object-property-fact; 

o name-proposition-picture-logical form;  

o sense, senseless, nonsense;  

o logic-causality; 

o speaking-thinking-pricturing; 

o imagining-willing; 

o I-world; 

o Everyday life-science-philosophy; 

o the mystical? 

Though these questions concentrate on the LPA, the next lectures will be devoted 

to problems with this work which Wittgenstein encounered later. The aim is to show 

that there is something fundamentally misguided in the LPA. 

Moving on to the Philosophische Untersuchungen (PI), the following subjects will be 

discussed: 

- language and varieties of language; 

- essence of language and family resemblance; 

- the „ontology“ oft he LPA in the light of the PI; 

- the variety of what we call „object“, „fact” etc.; 

- „atoms“; 

- the “form of the world”;  

- philosophical analysis; 

- logic and logical form;  

- language as a calculus;  

- rule and rule-following; 

- „language-game“; 

- understanding and form of life; 

- to mean sth.; to understand sth., to intend sth.; 



- seeing and seeing-as; 

- knowledge of humans and 

- the nature of psychology. 

 

 

V. ASSIGNMENTS. 

The students will be expected to complete the following assignments: 

- Six short “think pieces” (one page or 400 words maximum), one every 

second session. 

 Some of these pieces will have to be presented and discussed in class. 

 

 

VI.  SCHEDULE  

 

1. Tuesday 05.11. 2019  The “ontology” of the Tractatus 

 Literature: Wittgenstein: Tractatus logico-philosophicus. 

 

2. Thursday 07.11.2019  Ethics, the I, nonsense and mysticism 

 Literature: Wittgenstein: Tractatus logico-philosophicus. 

 

3. Tuesday 12.11.2019  Discussing the TRACTATUS 

 Literature: Floyd, Kuusela. 

 

4. Thursday 14.11.2019  Introduction to “Late Wittgenstein” 

 No literature. 

 

5. Tuesday 19.11.2019  The beginning of the PI 

 Literature: Wittgenstein: Philosophical Investigations 1-

63 

 

6. Thursday 21.11.2019  Philosophy of philosophy in the “PI“  

Literature: Philosophical Investigations 89ff. 

 

7. Tuesday 26.11.2019  Rules, meaning and the mind  

Literature: Wittgenstein:Philosophical Investigations 

201ff. 

 

8. Thursday 28.11.2019   Discussion of LW’s work  

Literature: Kuusela, Floyd 

 

 

VI. BIBLIOGRAPHY. 



 

Note: Except for Wittgenstein’s books, both articles will be made available 

electronically. The books can also be made available if need be. 

 

-  Wittgenstein, Ludwig: Logisch-philosophische Abhandlung – several editions, 

including several English translations. 

 

- Wittgenstein, Ludwig: Philosophische Untersuchungen – several editions, 

including a critical one, also several English translations, the still most use done 

by Ascombe (1953). 

 

-  Juliet Floyd, “Wittgenstein and the Inexpressible”. 

 

-  Oskari Kuusela, “The dialectic of interpretations: reading Wittgenstein’s 

Tractatus”. 

 

 


